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ORATION, &c. 



HEN m the courfe of events it becomes the duty of a yoanj^ 
v <3Hciple in eloquence to addrefs thofe who are his fupenors, as well in 
theoretical knowledge as in wifdom, reiulting from pra&ical life, a re- 
fpc£ to the attainments of the former, and the experience of the latter, 
requires all that diffidence which nature hath implanted, and with 
which even the moll alpiring ought to be imprefled. And this is the 
more readily acknowledged, from the confidcration, that on this day, 
bur imaginations have frequently been warmed, our fympathks ex- 
cited, and our memories imprefTed by the energetic, the tender, and 
the lofty recitals of Tammany's diftinguifhed Tons'. And fball a feebler 
light be feen where thefe have blazed P Shall the bright confcellation 
Jormed by the luftre of their rays, admit ibme younger ftar? Shall 
the lilping tongue be heard along the walls which have rung with the 
filver accents of the fage, reverberated the thunders of patriotifm, and 
echoed the praifes of whatever can raife the genius, or mend the heart ? 
Spirit beyond the mountains! where thou drinkeft the pure ft ream 
and enjoyeft the frefh breeze, where the fpring /heds perpetual odours 
on thy head, and day and night are but the witnefies of thy repofe, 'tis 
thy votaries I obey, and they have fpoken thy will ; and the reflection, 
that 1 am owned by them as a brother, and can apply to each of them 
the fame epithet, imparts confidence to my hopes, that they will ofr- 
ferve with indulgence and ftrength to my exertions to think, to fpeak, 
and to a£t as becomes fuch an elevated ftation. 

Sachems, Brothers, and Fellow Citizens, 

WE are afTembled, not to commemorate a common 
Went, or even one of thofe rare occurrences which affect us becaufe 
they are beautiful or aftonifhing merely, but we celebrate the triumphs 
,pf that genius whofe path was illuminated by the great and good Spirit, 
by whofe operations a new world was proclaimed to the old, and a 
fcene the moft interefting to civilized man, opened to his admiring 
view. Whether the difcovery of America is to be confidercd as bene- 
ficial or injurious to the other quarters of the globe, and particularly 
to Europe, is a queftion which the politicians of thofe countries may 
difcufs and decide as they think proper, and as their interefts, their 
feelings, or their prejudices may lead them. But can we, the inha- 
bitants of its foil, and the partakers of its bounties, help exclaiming 
with fervor, our lines are fallen on pleafant places, yea we have a 
goodly heritage !- And particularly when we contemplate that portion 
»f it which we enjoy, and confider th« numerous advantage* refusing 



jo us as a nation, can we reprefe thofe pleating, thofc grateful emotions 
that the peculiar goodnefs of Providence fo powerfully calls forth, or 
that pride of birth, that 'fentirhent of exultation, and that glow of pa- 
triotifm which are excited by the contemplation? Americans! caft 
your eyes on every fide. View the Miffiffippi and St. Croix rolling 
their waves along your borders, the Atlantic dafhing your fliorcs, the 
-lakes that decorate your frontiers, fwellin-g into feas, fending their 
fluods with majeftic courfe along your wide extended country, and wa- 
tering your fruitful fields— Behold the chain of mountains that varie- 
gate and aggrandize the pro I peel, their fummits rifing to heaven in bold 
defiance of its terrors, their feet forming vallies where milder fcenes are 
■diiplayed; your territory enriched with the varying feafons, and unit- 
ing the advantages of every climate, producing health, plenty and every 
convenience, and nourifhing the whole mineral, vegetable, and animal 
world — Examine the phyhcal wonders that prefs themfelves on the 
view, and afk if there be any thing beautiful, aftonifhing, or fublime, 
that is not fpread before you in fuperabundant profufion? If thefe 
only are conlidered, we may challenge a companfon with any part of 
the world, and take an unlimited range in the wilds of Nature. 

Nor iel's can we admire the moral than the phyfical beneyts witk 
which we are favoured. Religion, clothed in her native fimplicity, 
here conducts her votaries to the temple, and wins their afTe&ions by 
her intrinfic excellence. She afks no tribute but the honefl fmcerity 
of the heart, points out no duties but what the cnlcience impofes, and 
■direfts to no objeft but God her author. Not as in the old world, 
-the inftitutes of the -faireft of whofe portions have been marked with 
Jiideous deformity, by the idolatrous iuperftitions of beathenifm, the 
uiurpations of papacy, and the intolerance of proteftantifm, where, 
clothed in the meretr'cious ornaments of a pagan imagination, fhe 
ferved only to pervert the underftanding, and corrupt the heart ; or, 
arrayed in popifh terrors, frightened her. followers from the (an&uary, 
or has been fupplanted by bigotry, which ufurped her honors and pal- 
fied.her influence — where man fighmg after truth was deceived with 
its counterfeit ; and delufion with her dreams, myftery with her vetls> 
and fiction with her fhadows, completed the fubjugation of his moral 
energies. We may pride ourfelves alio in point of morals. In this" 
refpecl:, we have a decided preference to any nation on earth ; and it 
may be efteemed a very lingular felicity if the prefent fyfiera fhould b« 
•preierved from degeneracy, though perhaps it admits of confiderable 
improvement. The American character, when contrafted with the vi- 
vacity and frivolity of the French, which, whether a Bourbon expires 
on the lcaffold, and a complicated fyftem of tyranny is exterminated; 
whether liberty hovers around the horizon and almoft completes their 
emancipation, or a Buonaparte feizcs the fit moment, and by a mighty 
effort, paraliaes their empire and brings it to do homage at the fhrine 
«f his genius; whether they bow to a monfler cf 5,00 heads, 01" that 




number be reduced to three, and under every circumftance of either fu»*» 
cefsor defeat, proiperky or adverfity, ftill renders them light, airy, and 
trifling, the dupes of artifice, the victims of defign, and the minions of 
authority; or the indolent, luxurious, jealous, and phlegmatic dilpofi- 
tion of their neighbours the Spanifh ; the revengeful and cruel natur* 
of the Portuguefe; the effeminacy of the Italian; the heavinefs of ths 
Dutch, or the proud, haughty and domineering fpirit of the Britifh, 
and others that might be mentioned, I fay the American character wilL 
gain by a comparison with all or either of thefe. But I will not facri- 
fice fincerity to complaifance, nor truth to flattery. Whether it is- 
from the removal of exciting caules, or a principle in nature, that uni- 
formity in any one particular cannot long be preferved, ths reafon of 
which is infcrutable to the human underflanding, it is certain that 
there has been a manifest deterioration in this refpect. The feelings 
and lentiments of former times feem to have departed with the occafions 
that gave rife to them, and to have retired with the deepening {hades 
of time. Where is that glow of genius that once pervaded every 
feofom, and gave a vivid colouring to every object; that moved with, 
electric celerity, and communicated its pulfations to diltant climes? 
Its luftre has been obfeured, and its operation obstructed by the delete- 
rious influence of other paffions.. But, Americans! contemplate for a 
moment the former icenes of its action, and let your bofoms again. dU- 
tend with the throb facred to virtue, to patriotifm, and to glory. Let 
the drama written in blood and resorded on high, wherein thoufands 
of Americans poured out at the fljrine of their country, the pure obla- 
tion of their hearts' belt treafure, and pledged in defence of her rights, 
their lives, their fortunes, and their honor, pafs in ieview before you; 
and while you feel an honeft pride in the glory that encircles their 
names — while you exult in their triumphs, and go with them in the 
gloomy hour of defeat — while you are loft in amazement at the con- 
templation of deeds fa unparalleled as grace the authors and promoters 
of our revolutionary struggle, behold the eyes of all nations turned to 
the event, and acknowledging the pre-eminence of that genius which, 
at the 59th century of the world, could furpafs all that had preceded it 
in the effctls it produced,, and the ends it aecomplifhed. Behold th« 
zone that fparkles around the American name and the American charac- 
ter, and afk from whence it derives itsluftre? Had the revolutionary 
conteft not happened ; had not David rofe against Goliah, we fhould have 
been to this day a reproach, and a laughing-ftock, and a by-word among 
the nations. But now, while we felicitate ourfelves on the acquifition of 
independence, our felf-congratulation, or that fentiment which may be 
called pride, and in the p relent in. fiance national pride receives a new 
ftimulus from the consideration that our example has attracted the at- 
tention of the whole world, and that the fpirit of '76 has gone forth 
1 ke a gianf, rejoicing in his ftrength, to break in pieces every yoke ; 
to unfetter the captive, and to proclaim to man hov» vafi are fik 
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rowers, how much tie may aecomplifh, and haw aiuch he may enjog* 
Ye fhades of departed greatnefs, of illuftrious heroes and patriots, all 
hail! To you we bend with pleating awe, and own how rich the prize 
ye won ; how great the debt we owe— Do ye ftill watch the lcenes o£ 
your valor, where dangers threatened, but glory abforbed them in its 
blaze, and where humanity and honor pleaded your caufe ; but the am- 
bition, no ! the cruelty of your opponents emerged them in its vor- 
tex : do ye ft ill watch with Solicitude left other f words fiiould gleam 
and other cannons roar; left other ftreams (hould flow, and other Spirits 
quit their kindred forms in the fame caufe for which ye fought, or is it 
to reproach your defcendants, nay, your brothers in arms, bv pointing 
them to your relics, and alking them for a covering from the ftorm ; or 
does your errand, like the action s ye performed, fpring from a nobler 
principle, and a more elevated motive— ass inexterminable lovo of Co- 
lumbia's favored land, and an anxiety left it {hould be difgraced by the 
negligence, the declenuon, or the corruption of her fons ? And theva 
living patriots who claim an equal fhare, in our affections, and whole 
example can only be forgotten with the confeioufnefs which informs us, 
and when memory herfelf fhall ceafe. 

But let us turn from reflections of this nature, to thofe which our 
prefent exigencies are calculated to excite. And who among us that is 
warmed with the love of his country, that refpects himfelf, or vene- 
rates the rights of human nature, does not dwell with fondnefs on the 
contemplation of America ; America, as yet the feat of every blef- 
fihg? Sec the devaluations that have been committed in the tranf- 
atlantic world, where empires have been convulled, difmembered, ran- 
facked and deftroyed; where fy Items, the accumulated growth of ages, 
have been revolutionized ; where man has been the Suffering victim, and 
tyrants have been the bloody executioners, where outrage, havock 
and ruin have ufurped the foil of peace, liberty and the mules, and 
left them not a refuge nor even a hiding-place. 

My countrymen, we are yet free, independent and happy— We 
Jiave only partook of the fcenes that have been mentioned by Sympathy, 
mid cold indeed is that bofom which does not feel for the woes of hu- 
' inanity; which does not vibrat; at the touch of its Sufferings, and kin- 
■ die into refentmcnt at the wrongs that have been committed oo 
snankii?d. 

And if we are wife, if we improve from the examples that have 
palled before us, we {hall leain to value our country and the advantages 
we enjoy ; to honor the one and p refer ve the otherjandto perpetuate 
them unimpaired to generations yet unborn. In order to this, the 
union which now I ub litis mud be guarded with the utmoft Scrupulosity 
and vigilance. But an opinion has been rumoured and gained a par- 
rial publicity, that a Separation of the ftates of America ought to ba 
made. With whom this has originated it is not necelTary to enquire, 
it made its appearance in the eaft, and has beep reiterated from thf 
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■weft. But I hepe for the honor of my countrymen at large, that 
their approbation of the meafure has fallen far fhort of even iuch cir- 
cumfcribed expreflions of it, and may this crude and inchoate furmile^ 
like the raven from the ark, find not a place whereon to reft, but re- 
turn to the chaos of that brain whence it wandered at firft, and perifh. 
in everlafting forget fuinefs. Let it not feem ftrange that the fpeaker 
fhould on this occafion prefume to offer his fentiments on a fubject of 
fuch dignified importance, as the prefervation of the union of the Hates 
of America. While he is fenfible that no other can be more intereft- 
ing; that no other demands more attention ; that no other fuperior in 
magnitude can be agitated, he trembles with apprehenlion left he 
fhould, by the feeblenefs of his efforts, rather fhew the weaknefs of his 
own powers, than the ftrength of the arguments he may adopt on the 
occafion. But the refult may be anticipated already: in contemplat- 
ing the lubject, the fpeaker is overlooked; his reafoning is loft in the 
flood of conviction which rufhes on the mind, and every American is 
ready to exclaim with the ingenioufnefs of fincerity, and the ardor of 
patriotifm, long live my country, free and united. In this is but 
echoed the voice of the heroes who have fought, who have bled, who 
have died in her caufe. And lhall it at the diftance of ("even and. 
twenty years from the period when united fhe rofe in purfuit of her 
independence, and with united efforts ftruggled in defence of her rights ; 
£hall it I lay, within fo fhort a period of time, be recorded on her an- 
nals, that her toils, that her victories have become fruidels ? (for this 
will be the cafe in the event of a feparation.) Where is the hand that 
lhall write the diigraceful memento ; where the breaft hardy enough to 
entertain the defign ? And if thefe fhould be found, may we not hope, 
nay prophecy, that the guardian genius of America, at fight of the 
deed, will drop a tear on the record, and blot it out for ever? It is 
impoflible to reflect on fuch a meafure without feeling the liveliefh 
emotions; and while engaged in the confideration of it, the warmeft 
entbufiafm will be certain of excufe. In deciding upon it, we fhoulj 
feel as though we were deciding the fate of our country ; as if we held 
her deftinies in our hands, and were able by our individual refolve, 
to precipitate her from the exalted height at which fhe ftands, to the 
Jowefl depths of ruin, and hurl from its ieat, the pride, the boaft, and 
the glory of the world, to ignominy and eternal difgracc. 

The firft and neceflary coniequence of a feparation of the ftates 
would be a total, an entire deftruction of our prefent happy conftitu-r 
tion. That conftitution in which are centered the intereft, the pros- 
perity, and the happinefs of our country, on which depend all our 
hopes and expectations as a nation, and to the prefervation of which 
our individual anxieties ought to be directed. And if this is deftroy- 
ed, my life on it, fays the orator in the Senate Houfe, you will neves 
have another. The propitious moment is paft, and will never return^ 
vvhen animated with, the fame mutual wilhes, the citizens of A^srUa, 
B 
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affemhlcd to form the confederation. The point of time at which our 
government was cft&Mifhed was the only one which could.be ieized 
wiih any prolpect of lucccfs. The Mates were jure relieved from the 
burthens which had oppreffed them; they were juft releafed from the 
ties and obligations that connected them with each other, each had 
its particular inierefts, its peculiar views, its private jealoufies. It was 
at that point of time when the fword which had juft been fheathed, 
was about to be drawn in civil and inteftine warfare, that the patriots 
of '8y held forth to the people of the ftates of America, a government 
which heeled the diviGnns jufl ready to break forth, and eftablifhed on 
the broad bans of equal rights and equal laws, the fair fabric of our 
independence. And {IvAl this government, though novel in its ftruc- 
ltire, and the child of experiment, yet the befl hope of the world, thus 
luddenly crumble into ruins and perifli in the wretk. of time, while 
we^pofiibly can favc it ? Forbid it my countrymen, forbid it Heaven! 
Will not the fume diifentions, the fame feuds, the fame violent pa {lions 
prompt the hoftile attack at the prelent period, Ihould our government 
he defLroycd, that threatened the repefe and the protperity of America, 
at the time of its adoption.? Yea they will— ~Human nature is Mill 
the fames; we are ftili under the dominion of our pafiions, and when 
thefe arc ftiinulatcd by the impulfe of party animofities and party re- 
icntments. who fhall anfwer for the conferences? Who fhaJl bear 
the ficrcene's of that wrath which will kindle againft the bale incen- 
diary, or who fhall lupport the accumulated load of vengeance, which, 
with a mighty impetus, fhall delccnd on bis devoted head? Has not 
the prophetic eye already been extended to the downfal of our govern- 
ment? Is not our conftitution fuppofed already to have received a 
fatal wound? and can we doubt the patriotifm or the virtue of thofe 
who have warned us of our danger, and deplored the pmfpecl of its 
fpeedy approach ? Can we polfibfy fufpe£t their motives, when they, 
at the fame time, have told us that we are ruined when we ceafe to pay 
taxes, that we are a herd incapable of felf-government, and that we 
are our own word enemies; that our mouths muft be flopped; that we 
muft have a (landing army in preference of a militia eftablifhment, and 
in times of peace; that we mufl have a permanent navy to defend 
commerce, which is always fluctuating, and protccl the merchant at the 
expence of the mechanic, the hufbandman, and every other member of 
the community; that we mufl fight rather than negociate ; that energy 
mufl fupercede the mild, calm and temperate (pirit that pervades our 
government, and that national honor which means any thing, muft be 
preferred 10 national happinefs, which includes every thing? Have 
they not {hewn the molt tender concern for whatever relates to the 
letters, 1 tables and words that compofe the charter of our liberties, 
while they overlooked its fpirit; have they not made a {land againft 
the {mailed encroachment on the members, while they have attacked the 
body, and flu unk with apprehenfion left a drop of blood ftiould he 



'fpilt in defence of a violated, protlituted and ruined c nr. flit ul U>h^ 
while they have founded the toe fin of alarm at the deprecations of an 
-inferior agent; while they themlelves. woul.!, on various E>ecalions hi 
pretences, have led the way to rapine, di la tier a»d dcftnic'ioi: r 1 f\i 
all this under the. mailt of pairioiifm, public Ipirit, and virtue! 1) 
virtue, which- I will here conlider in i :s broad and mo ft extended 
meaning; virtue I fay, that is real, unfeigned and unadorned, needs 
not the meretricious ornaments wkh which venal orators are accul- 
tomed to decorate its lubftitutes, nor the fly necromancy., affefted f'ohin- 
nity, and retiring policy with which fjatefxnen fometimes difguile their 
conduit and their profeiTions* -It m:iy be lafcly a Mir mod, that virtue 
never Ihuns the light. Virtue^ where it is inherent, mtrinuc and unai- 
fumed, has charms that attra£t the attention, and engage imc afxttions oj 
evervmoral agent. There is fomethins lo irrefillible jn its nature, and Io 
fitted to the correlponding emotions of the heart, that we love it from 
fympathy and intuitive appiobatiom And when its characters arc 
drawn at length and -p relented to view in colours of life, we cannot 
refule the lpontaneous tribute of the underftanding, we bend in pro- 
found acknowledgment of its beauty, its giandeur, its (ublimity. It 
elevates while it adorns, and fills with awe while it animates with 
fpringing delight. Poflelling fach excellencies, it is entitled to uni- 
verial homage-, and wherever it is found, whether iparkling in the 
front of a chief rr.agiiirate, or gilding the pealant's cot, whether deco- 
rating the hero's brow and illuminating the path of glory, or fhining 
through the cell of obfeurity and indigence, it claims the untaught 
admiration of every beholder. , 

But virtue, like every- thing e-fe that is fair and of good report, 
has many counterfeits; and it miv fometimes inquire a confideiv.blo 
fhare of fkill to diftinguilh thefc. from the prototype in the lame man- 
ner as a bale coin will frequently deceive the honefl and uu'.uipccting. 
In morals, in politics, and in religion, the groil^ft impofuions are often 
praciiled, and their perpetrators alTuming the mifk of fincerity, go 
about like roaring lions, feeking whom they nuy devour, though fome- 
times indeed they relemble fnakes in the grafs, tint kill with their 
venomous bite, without the leaft warning of their approach. Iuftend 
of Scattering fire brands, arrows and death, openly and in the face of 
clay, they are like the peftilence that walketh in darknels, and it may 
be laid of them, as of things incorporeal, n:c videri natanoi. 

But let us refume the fubjeft from which we have digrefi'ed, and 
purfue it a few fteps further. It is laid by the wile men of the c.»fl, 
that there ought to be a reparation of the ftates, bccaulc tiie manners 
of their fouthcrnand weflem brethren arc io totally difumilar from 
theirs, becaufe the Alleghany mountains form the natural boundary and 
line of deraarkation between eaftern and weflcrn America, and form 
political differences between them. They fay that light cannot afio- 
"■ciate with darknels; that their purity cannot be alrimUatcd with the 
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depravity that there prevails ; that Cod and Mammon cannot be blend- 
ed. That the lnceft of fuch a connection would taint the whole at- 
mofphere with more than epidemic infection. But to what lengths 
will not party (pirit lead its votaries; how does it pervert their judg- 
ment and miflead their will? It is in vain to talk of a partial fepara- 
tion; that is, that there fhould be two republics inftead of one. This 
I fay, is impoffible from the nature of our government. It is defined 
to be a confederation hy which feveral ftates agree to become mem- 
bers of a larger one. It is a kind of affemblage of focieties that con- 
ftitutc a new one. In fact, it is a whole made up of its parts; take 
away one and parts only rcnain. You deftroy the whole body, you 
change its nature from that of a whole to a mere affemblage of discor- 
dant materials. It i*i like a chain, which, if one link is deftroyed, 
becomes totally incapable of anfwering the purpofes for which it was 
intended. Arid even if this were poffible, to what innumerable dan- 
gers would our country be expofed? But would the love, the affec- 
tion we entertain for it be extinguished by the adoption of fuch a 
meaiure? Should we indeed be indifferent Ipectatois of the fate of the 
dilmembered portion ? fhould we in fact confider ourlelves as exone- 
rated from the obligations by which we are now bound together? 
No! the thrill of patriotifm would ftill pervade our bofoms, and the 
extremes of the borders would frill be our country ; we fhould plant 
ourielves in hoftile array againft tverf invader, and confider him as 
aiming an equal blow at one portion a's the other. 

But it is eafity fecrt, that inftead of this, each ftate would become 
s difbnfr. and leparate fovereignty. And who, in confidering this 
ftite of things, docs not feel an involuntary dread, a fecret, an awful 
apprehenHon for the fate which mud neceffarily await them in this 
weak and defencclels ftate? Look: at the Helvetic Republic, and 
examine the advantages which we enjoy, when compared with fuch 
all affociation. There we have an inftance of a federal union, with 
refpe€i to fome certain particulars, and of diftin'ft (overeignties, with 
relpect U) others. And would an American bow like the Swifs to 
j'ome ufurper f* would he fee the councils of his nation humbled to 
the lowed degradation, and complying with the mod, obiequious fub- 
imffion to the nod of an intruder? Then let us p relent an impene- 
trable jahalanX cemented by union, not only of intereft but fentiment ; 
not only of appearance, but the heart, againft. every encroachment. 
The United Netherlands were an affemblage of focieties, but formed 
ifo confederate republic, and where are they ? Divided, difgraced, 
the fine ft of them numbered among the confular trophies, and en- 
larging" the fphere of gallic domination. And if we travel back to 
i he ages of antiquity, arid examine the leagues, the confederacies, or 
the councils recorded in hiftory, we {ha II find none of them organized 
like the confederated 'republic of America. It was refer ved for America 



to exhibit to the world an improvement in the theory and practice o£ 
government, an example as majeftic as it was novel ; a concentration of 
powers for given purpoles, inefficient in their operation for the pre- 
lervation and fecurity of a great nation, extended over a vaft and 
flourifhing country, and a peaceful and deliberate affignment of thefe 
powers by thofe who bellowed them to their legal and conftituted 
organs. But if the bands that now unite us are rent afunder; if the 
fyftem whofe movements are now nicely regulated and balanced,, 
ihould be thrown into confufion, we fhall not only fall by rea- 
fon of our own weaknefs, and form another inftance of the imbe- 
cility of republican inftitutions, but that weaknefs will allure foreign 
mercenaries, 'who' will either lead us in triumph at the chariot wheel 
of ambition, or again fack our towns, plunder our cities, and ravage 
our coafts. We fhall become the fport of faftion, and a prey to every 
daring, rapacious and lawlefs invader. Thofe who have ridiculed our 
constitution, will lift the finger of fcorn, and pointing to its ruins r 
afk where is now your boafted ftrength ; where the palladium of your 
fafety, where your pride and your glory? To their feoffs we fhall 
be able to make no reply; the blufh of confufion and fhame will tinge 
the cheek that now glows with refentment at the thought, and we 
fliall be doomed to experience at once the flings of reproach and re- 
morfe. Reproach that will juflly be heaped upon us, and remorfe 
that, while we might have remained a free, a great and a happy nation, 
we moft unworthily degenerated into fupinenefs, ignominy and con- 
tempt. Need motives be affigned to Americans for remaining a united 
people? are any not fatisfied and convinced that in union is our only 
iafety; that united we (land, divided we fall? 

The inftant the union is diffolved, our relations to foreign nations 
muff ceafe ; our treaties can no longer have any binding force, for it 
is with the United States of America that they are formed. We fhall 
be let loofe at once upon that wild and tumultuous fea of liberty, 
about which we have heard fo much, the incurfions of whofe waves are 
prevented by the union that fubfifts. We fhall be reduced to fome- 
thing like a ftate of nature, and experience all the evils that refult 
from anarchy and confufion, and perhaps prove the truth of that axiom 
in politics, that from the extremes of thefe there is a natural progreffion, 
to the extreme of tyranny. A deadly calm will fucceed the agonizing 
fpaims of infuriated man. The American Eagle, now foaring through 
the vaft expanfe, will fit forlorn and difconfolate, and the American 
empire, now exulting in the full tide of fuccefsful experiment, will 
mourn in fack-cloth and afhes. And who can look forward with, 
calmnefs to that period, when our country fhall groan beneath the rod 
of a defpot, and our countrymen, from being the moft favored and 
happy nation on earth, fhall dwindle into the abjeft condition of flaves, 
and drag a life of fervitude, where they now fit under their own vine 



and their own fig tree, and there is none to moleft them or make theifl 
afraid ? 

Having detained you fellow citizens, and hrothers of the Tammany 
Society, much beyond your patience, and the time ufually allotted to 
the anniverfaiy addrefs, required by our compact of atfociation, I fhall 
now haflen to relieve both you and myfelf ; and fuffer me in taking my 
leave of you, to exprefs a wifh that is felt equally by you all, that 
our country may long be blefled with a wife, a faithful, and a patriotic 
government; that its intereils rriay always be tJear to its citizens, in 
•common withthofe who prefide over its deftinies, and its honor, its 
Jiapoinefs and profperity be commenfu'rate with the exiflence of time. 
And may the fociety by whofe appointment I ftand in this honorable 
Situation, long continue to reprefent in its uructure, the fabric of the 
American confederation. May it produce many germs of . greatnefs, 
many ornaments to itfelf and the nation, and be equally diftinguilhed 
for-its external refpe&ability, for its internal utility, for the excel- 
lence of its model, its inftitutions and its principles : may it remain 
united and firm; a rock amidfl; the throes and convulfions that are 
continually taking place", a pillar to the ftate, and a refuge to its 
members, where the harmony of facial intercourfe may prevail in de- 
fiance of all oppofition. 

• Sachems, Chiefs, akd Father's in Council, 

ON you devolves the talk of prelerving in their 
priftine purity, the principles with which the Columbian Order is 
diftinguifhed. From you are expected, not only wifdom and courage 
in the care of your tribes, but a difplay of the virtues that are at once 
the ornament and cement of our aflociation. From you we love to 
liear the hiftory of former times; how the deiart was made to rejoiceby 
our fore-fathers, who conquered the howling tenant, and introduced 
Jhe fong, the dance, and the arts of fociety. While aflembied around 
the council fire, partaking the bounties of the great fpring, and en- 
joying the calumet of peace, we delight in the recitals of aclions 
■when the fi news were ftrong, the arms ; nervous, and the arrow flew 
■obedient to their impulfe; when youthful vigor flowed through the 
veins, and the bounding roe yielded to its iuperior agility. But 
where are fome of thofe whole prefence once gladdened our joys and 
diffipated our forrows? Gone forever! the Great Spirit beckoned 
them and they were obedient. But they fleep in peace. No tigers 
leap on heedlels hunters in thofe regions confecrated to their repofe, 
and to you, brothers of the Tammany fociety, it belongs to fill their 
places in our wigwam, to emulate their good deeds, their virtues, and 
their heroifm, and like them to reap the laurels of renown, which 
remembrance fondly attaches to their worth. But let us not overlook 
in our regret for departed merit, thofe who are ftill the ornament, the 
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pride, and the boa.fi of our order: Tome yet remain as a light to our 
feet, and a lamp to our path, and gratitude fingles out one whofe beffc 
reward is his own reflections, and the confcioufnefs of his well intended 
and well directed efforts in the formation and progrefs of this affocia- 
tion. Brothers, let it be always dear to our affections ; let its value 
be duly appreciated; let us nourifh its root s and cherifh its growth. 
The tree of peace ftill overfhadows us; may its large leaves and flou- 
rishing brambles extend to the fetting fun and reach the Ikies— and 
under its benignant influence, let us cultivate the fpirit of union, of 
liberty, and of virtue. Let truth, fincerity, and friendfhip warm 
every bofom ; for by thefe, and thefe only, {hall we profper. May 
the lound of war be always diftant from our wigwam. If it fhould 
be heard ; if the fons of Tammany fhould be called to unbury the 
tomahawk, to firing the bow and point the arrow, it will be found 
that thofe who love liberty know how to defend it. But the Great 
Spirit who led our fathers on to victory and glory, will fhield us 
with his banners ; he ftill walks on the turrets of America, protects 
us with his watchful eye, and guards us with a parent's care. Bro- 
thers, our chain of union continues flrong and bright; let it be ex- 
tended far and wide, and embrace within its circle the whole American 
family; and now in the name of the fpirits of the departed free, let us 
depart in. peace and friendfhip. 



